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Have you ever seen those professional athletes or actors who seem like they 

have it all together, who canôt do anything wrong? They know their jobs and 

they do it well. And they get paid well for it too! They may be the star hitter, 

the high scorer or the big box office draw ï but there is a lot of other people 

that help them get the job done. Thereôs the manager or agent, the other team 

mates or cast members, the custodians, ticket agents or film crew. In other 

words, they may get the glory but they donôt or couldnôt do the job alone. 

 

Everyone knows how to do something well. However, even with what I know I 

can do well, as technology advances and information from around the globe 

pours in about politics, religion and the economy, I find out just how clueless I 

am. And yet, my life seems to work. How? Itôs through working with others to 

make things go smoother, to fill in the gaps. 

 

Others do for me what I canôt do alone. Like repair the machines that donôt 

work the way they should, or tune up a car that has so much digital and 

computer diagnostic equipment under the hood it makes it impossible like the 

days of old. Or clear chunks of ice buildup from my roof 

to save my interior from major leakage. Having others 

help helps to keep me from getting overwhelmedðI donôt 

have to know or do it all. Itôs nice to have some basic 

knowledge of how things work, but the critical ingredient 

for success in todayôs world is collaboration ï people 

working together. 

 

In an article that appeared in The Lutheran, Tom Ehrich 

states, ñThe key to collaboration isnôt skill but a desire to engage others, a 

willingness to share praise, humility of attitude, transparency of motivation, 

respect and truth.ò In other words, as Christians we should promote service to 

others, humility, goodness and respect. Those are biblical values. 

 

 ñSlaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of 

heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor 

when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from 

your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 

because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he 

does, whether he is slave or free.ò ï Ephesians 6:7-9 

 

Time and time again it has been shown that people working together and 

getting along accomplish much with less effort. When we share a common 

love or common experiences, it helps us grow closer with others, without 

barriers. So why do some, when they can get involved, choose to stay on the 

sidelines instead of pitching in? There are a host of reasons ï but being out of 

their comfort zone is one of them. Evangelism is a scary word for most ï but 

everyone is capable of sharing a life experience and talking with other people ï 

we do it everyday of our life in some form or another. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From The 
President  
Harley James DeVlieger  
 

Hello fellow riders, 

    It took winter a bit to get here 

but it sure came hard. I uncovered 

my bike last week and tried to start 

it but the battery was dead, so Iôm charging it up as I write. 

I want to be ready to ride the first decent day we get and I 

hope it comes soon. A quick update on the current status of 

the West Michigan Chapter is as follows. 

    The current board of the West Michigan chapter has 

recently been opened to nominations. It is the boardôs 

intent to staff an entire new board to oversee the West 

Michigan chapter, hence freeing up the present board to 

actually oversee the two current chapters of RRMM. We 

have had many members nominated and as of today there 

are two that have tentatively accepted the president and 

treasurer positions, with another member considering the 

Chaplin position. I feel that this is in line with Godôs plan 

for this ministry as it will allow the national board to 

support our current chapter and oversee the formation of 

new chapters as they become available. 

   Our ride schedule is done and listed on our web site as 

well as in this issue. The planning of the benefit rides is 

underway with Diana Mavis serving as our event 

coordinator. I have had numerous inquiries about our rides 

this year from people emailing our ministry, and I think we 

will experience more growth again this spring. 

   Dee Dee Rose has begun to plan and organize our 2nd 

annual Amazing Motorcycle Adventure and picnic which 

takes place in June this year. This was an awesome time of 

fun & fellowship last year and I know that Dee Dee and 

her team will pull it off again this year. 

   Our new treasurer, John Oppenhuizen has been on board 

now for 2 months and is doing a great job. We thank Dave 

Schiutema who served in this capacity for the past two 

years and did an awesome job as well. Darl Pollock has 

stepped down as team leader of the safety officers. He held 

this position for the past 2 years and did a great job, thanks 

Darl. Don Koolen has accepted the position of overseeing 

the safety officers and has a meeting scheduled next month 

to rally all the people who serve as safety officers on our 

rides. 

   Well thatôs all for now. I hope you all stay warm as you 

wait for the dry roads and warm weather and that first ride 

Rules from God  for 

2007  

 

1. Wake Up !!  Decide to have 

a good day. "Today is the day 

the Lord hath made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it" Psalms 118:24   

2. Dress Up !!  The best way to 

dress up is to put on a smile. A 

smile is an inexpensive way to 

improve your looks. "The Lord 

does not look at the things man 

looks at. Man looks at outward 

appearance; but the Lord looks at 

the heart." I Samuel 16:7   

3. Shut Up!!  Say nice things and 

learn to listen. God gave us two 

ears and one mouth, so He must 

have meant for us to do twice as 

much listening as talking. "He 

who guards his lips guards his 

soul." Proverbs 13:3   

4. Stand Up!!... For what you 

believe in. Stand for something or 

you will fall for anything.. "Let us 

not be weary in doing good; for at 

the proper time, we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good..." Galatians 6:9 -

10   

5. Look Up !!...  To the Lord. "I 

can do everything through Christ 

who strengthens me."  

Philippians 4:13   

6. Reach Up !!...  For something 

higher. "Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, and lean not unto your own 

understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge 

Him, And He will direct your 

path."  

Proverbs 3:5 -6  

7. Lift Up !!...  Your 

Prayers.  

"Do not worry about 

anything;  

Instead PRAY ABOUT 

EVERYTHING."   
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Engage yourself. 
Too many Christians live in splendid isolation from the people they are called to serve. Everyone has 

different ideas and ways of doing things. As stated previously, weôre all gifted in different areas and some 

of us feel better doing certain things than others. Thatôs why we have various ñcommitteesò that support 

the work of the Redemption Riders. It helps us be organized, get to know each other, and helps us to work 

together for the common purpose of leading others to Christ. 

 

Be willing to share. 

You have to be willing to share what the Lord has blessed you with. This doesnôt mean just wealth or 

taking on leadership positions. Not everyone is equipped with those gifts. However, it does mean sharing 

ideas and opinions ï and beyond that it includes sharing praise, accountability and benefits. 

 

ñAll the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they 

gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 

favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.ò ï Acts 

2:44-47 

 

Practice humility . 

Arrogance and smugness will kill any organization. Endless battles over right opinion convey too much 

certainty and too little humility. Collaboration requires listening, not dictating. It calls for valuing new 

ideas and imaginings ï and those who offer them. The spirit of humble servant hood that believers are to 

show one another is exemplified in this verse: 

 

ñNow that I, our Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should was one anotherôs feet. I 

have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.ò ï John 13:13-14 

 

Be transparent in motivation. 

None of us is entirely selfless. We expect something from our efforts. A healthy system balances self-

interests and encourages perspective. Collaboration canôt proceed if people hide their ambitions or 

intentions. 

 

Respect others. 

Know that everyone comes from different backgrounds, and we should promote trust and tolerance. 

Instead of crusading for our own preferences and opinions, we should respect people enough to listen to 

their questions and put their needs ahead of our own. 

 

Have a commitment to truth. 

This doesnôt mean spitting out verse after verse ï the Bibleôs truth is the call to be a ñblessingò to other 

people, not one more source of negative judgment. Normal human ways of hoarding, complaining and 

prideful actions portrays emptiness. We need to be a ñbeacon to the nations,ò not by overpowering them 

with sword or words, but by walking humbly with God. 

 

Jesus demonstrated true blessedness and self-sacrifice. He welcomed all sorts into His circle, and 

encouraged His people to be co-laborers. And then He witnessed the amazing impact that it had when 

people saw their love for each other. Let us be that beacon for others this riding season, and show our true 

colors of Christianity.  
 

Excerpts from "In The Ball Park:  Catch a Glimpse of the Power of Collaboration"  

from The Lutheran September 2006 copyright (c) Tom Ehrich.  Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

The Power of Collaboration (Continued from page 1)   
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Send comments or article submissions to: diana@redemptionriders.org 

Mid -Michigan Chapter Board 

 

President: Dave Schipper 

Vice President: Stephen Aldrich 

Treasurer: Elaine Schipper 

Secretary: Deb Aldrich 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF 

MEMBERSHIP  
 

IN PRAYER 

We request our members to pray for: 

¶ Our leadership and ministry outreach. 

¶ Direction for local chapters. 

¶ Godôs direction and guidance. 

¶ The unsaved. 

The members and their families. 

 

IN SERVICE 

Members should seek to attend and participate in all 

chapter events, rides and outreach activities. Each 

member must be willing to serve in areas where the 

necessary gifting or calling is needed. 
                                                                

IN ATTITUDE  

We expect our members to display Godly behavior, 

integrity, honesty, and love towards all people. 

Members should strive to live in harmony and peace 

both within and outside the RRMM. 

 

IN WISDOM/WITNESS  

As a member of the RRMM, wisdom should be used 

when witnessing to others, avoiding conflicts that 

would tarnish the name of Jesus. Seek God first and 

witness second. 

 

IN FINANCES  

This is a God-Ordained ministry. We believe that God 

will provide the support when and where it is needed. 

We do not have mandatory dues, fees, or contributions.  

Rather, we ask each member to prayerfully consider 

about contributing. 

 

MOTORCYCLES ARE THE KEY  

You must have an operating motorcycle to be an 

effective Chapter member and a witness in a 

motorcycle ministry.  Obviously motorcycles will 

break down; however, every effort must be made to 

make it serviceable.  

Mark 16:15-18  
(Patch Verse) 

 

 
15.  He said to them, ñGo into all 

the world and preach the good 

news to all creation. 16.  Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not 

believe will be condemned. 
1 7 .And these signs wil l 

accompany those who believe: 

In my name they will drive out demons; 

they will speak in new tongues;18.  they will 

pick up snakes with their hands; and when 

they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 

them at all; they will place their hands on 

the sick people, and they will get well.ò 

(NIV)  

This yearôs annual Christ-

mas dinner was filled with 

fellowship and excitement 

as teams raced to unwrap 

ñkissesò with oven mitts on 

in a relay game of ñHugs 

and Kisses.ò  

Team 5 used their supplied materials (toilet paper rolls 

construction paper, etc.) along with a few ñextrasò to 

win the ñBest Snowman Awardò as judged by 

employees of Beechwood Inn and Coyote Cafe. 

Our prayers go out to the many members and friends 

that have lost loved ones and who have struggled 

with illnesses and hardships this winter.  

 

ñThe Lord will keep you from all harmðhe will watch over your life; the Lord 

will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.  

Psalm 121:7,8 


