
Do I ever question Godôs presence in my life? You bet.  

I admire those who are certain that God is always present in their lives. And I am glad 

for them. However, Iôm thinking about others who, like me, struggle at times with 

loneliness, doubt, anger, pain, fear and other emotions that seem far from God, hoping 

that we can be honest about the situation and learn from it, grow from it. 

This morning I heard about Jacob and his night of ñwrestlingò with God. Beginning in 

verse 24 of Genesis 32: ñSo Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 

daybreak. When the man saw that he could 

not overpower him, he touched the socket of 

Jacobôs hip so that his hip was wrenched as 

he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, 

ñLet me go, for it is daybreak.ò Jacob 

replied, ñI will not let you go unless you bless 

me.ò 

The man blessed him, changed his name to 

Irael, and Jacob shared with others how he 

ñsaw God face to face, and yet my life was 

spared.ò Jacob had been a recipient of this 

strangerôs mercy and he realized it was a 

blessing only God could give.  

Itôs like that in the darkest of times, when we 

are struggling and wrestling with those 

thoughts and feelings we know do not 

represent the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do) 

way of thinking. It is indeed when we are 

faced with that dark night of the soul when 

God is most intimately present. In our midst 

of the struggle, He is with us. Be persistent like Jacob. Do not give up. Donôt let go. At 

the light of the day, know that it is His arms around us. He is ready to bless us. He has 

blessed us. Feel His blessing. Count your blessings. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Today's Scripture: 

˩ʦ˄ ˕˄ˑ˘ ˂ˀˑ˄˅˔ˋ+ ˓ˇ˄ˍ+ ˇˎ˖ ˘ˎ˔ ˋˈ˕˄--not as unwise but as wise, making the most 
of every opportunity." (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

Today's Word from Joel and Victoria: 

If you want to experience God's best, stay focused on Him and on the things that are truly important.  There will always be a thousand interesting 
and even worthwhile things to fill up your time, but there's a good chance that most of those things will not help you live the best life that God has 
planned for you.  There are many other activities you could get involved in that may be good in themselves; but if you try to do everything, you'll 

wind up being average at a lot of things and not excellent at anything!  Those who are living 
their best life now have their priorities in order.  They make time for key relationships.  People 
are God's most precious creation and should be important in your life.  Make sure to do what 
it takes to share quality time with those God has placed around you. 
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THOSE WHO ARE LIVING THEIR BEST 

LIFE NOW HAVE THEIR PRIORITIES IN 

ORDER. THEY MAKE TIME FOR KEY 

RELATIONSHIPS. PEOPLE ARE GODõS 

MOST PRECIOUS CREATION...  

Using Your Time Wisely  

In Loving Memory  

Founding Member #4 

Michael G. Egedy  

At the age of 45, after a 

courageous battle with 

cancer, Mike passed away 

April 21, 2007 and entered 

into the glorious presence 

of his Lord and Savior. He 

will be greatly missed by 

his family, friends and co-

workers. 

Our prayers are with 

DJ and the girls. 

Blessed is the man who endures 

trial, for when he has stood the test, 

he will receive the crown of life 

which God has promised to those 

who love him.  

--James 1:12  

Friends are quiet angels 

who lift us to our feet 

when our wings have 

trouble remembering  

how to fly.  

May God Bless You.  



Do I ever doubt that I deserve 

Godôs presence in my life? The 

answer is yes again. 

In John, chapter 20, Thomas, one of the 

disciples, wanted proof of Jesusô 

resurrection. ñUnless I see the nail 

marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand 

into his side, I will not believe it.ò 

Thomas doubted the resurrection 

(ñdoubting Thomasò) but his words, 

when the truth was revealed and he 

finally believed, came to be one of the 

shortest and strongest confessions of 

faith, ñMy Lord and my God!ò He knew 

for certain. His faith was renewed. 

The ideal Christian life seems so 

unreachable at times that I worry about 

ever living as I should. Although the 

Bible insists I must, I seem unable to go 

through a single day always putting God 

and my neighbors first. Iôm too full of 

myself to let them in. My hope is that 

God remains between the cracks of my 

prideðthere to strengthen me against 

these onslaughts of selfðand that I be 

given the insight to find God there. 

Many days, like Thomas, Iôm filled with 

doubts. But something within drives me 

to attempt to behave toward others (if not 

toward myself) as if the Lord were here. 

I hope God is present and that I, as a 

human being, merely lack the sensitivity 

to be certain. 

The situation is hardly Godôs fault. Itôs I 

who must reach for and clasp the 

already outstretched hand, I who must 

respond to the knock by opening the 

(Continued from page 1) 

door and inviting the guest in, I who 

must always stand ready to receive him. 

Philosopher Soren Kierkegaard suggests 

that all a struggling Christian can do is 

live ñas ifòðbehaving with no certainty 

that God is present in all things, hoping 

that he is. I must live as if I were created 

to make a unique contribution to his 

world. 

The barrier between God and me is a 

blessing. There is good reason for me to 

seek God in the shadow, which both hide 

and embody Godðall that is in this 

world. My task is to sharpen my senses 

to see and hear through the masking mist 

of the world behind which God 

mercifully abides. 

ñDear Heavenly Father, let me feel your 

presence and help me know and follow 

your will for my life.ò 

Excerpts from "Abide with meò  

from The Lutheran February 2007  

copyright (c) William R. Matthews   

Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

We are by nature 

worshippers.  Instinctively, 

we all worship something or 

someone.  Left to ourselves, 

we end up either worshipping 

the wrong object or 

worshipping in wrong ways.  

Man is a worshipper, and he 

is such necessarily rather than 

accidentally or incidentally.  

There is no such thing as an 

accidental worshipper.  We 

must worship acceptably, and 

what constitutes such 

worship must be measured 

against Godôs unchanging 

standard, His Word.   

Worship that is acceptable in 

Godôs sight will of necessity 

be biblical.  When it is not, it 

is neither acceptable to God 

nor profitable to the 

worshipper.  When the focus 

of worship shifts away from 

God to the worshipper, it 

ceases to be worthy.  When 

worshippers are more 

impressed or impacted by the 

worship experience than by 

the glory and majesty of God, 

something is dangerously 

amiss.  It is time for the 

church to return to authentic 

worship that is biblical rather 

than cultural or experiential 

ð worship that leaves us 

awed and transformed more 

than entertained and satiated.   

ï Dr. Sam Horn  

Biblical 

WORSHIP 

ò...all a struggling Christian can do is 

live òas ifó we were created to make 

a unique contribution to this world. 

We must sharpen our senses to see 

and hear Godõs will for our lives, and 

then follow it.ó 
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Lakeshore Living  

Wendy Wigger, of Mac Mediaôs Lakeshore Living program, 

interviewed Harley DeVlieger and Diana Mavis on April 16, 

taping a segment to promote the ministry and our 

upcoming benefit rides. Lakeshore Living is the show for 

people who work, live and play in West Michigan. The 

show highlights upcoming event, festivals, places to see 

and things to do in West Michigan. We would like to 

thank Frank Kraai for inviting us on the show, and 

especially those at Mac Media for allowing us to share 

our Ministry purpose and promote our benefit rides. 

Hopefully motorcyclists around West Michigan will tune 

in and join us this summer for Bikers for a Cause. A 

custom bike raffle will be drawn at our last event ride. 

Mid-Michigan Chapter  

Spiritual Leader   Fred Lab 

President              Dave Schipper 

Vice President     Steve Aldrich 

Secretary              Deb Aldrich 

Treasurer             Elaine Schipper 

Mid-Michigan  

Chapter Board  

The Mid-Michigan Chapter continues to develop itsô core membership from which to 

grow the ministry.  Currently we have 11 ñpatchedò members and another 10 

actively involved with the chapter.  Our emphasis to this point has been to develop 

and strengthen the relationships and camaraderie of those involved.  We have 

developed handout materials and our web site is under construction.  We have a ride 

schedule for the 2007 season with most rides occurring on Sunday afternoons.  This 

year Mid-Michigan RRMM will be providing assistance at the West Michigan 

Blessing of the Bikes, pursuing ministry opportunities at the H.O.G. Rendezvous in 

Ionia and Lake Odesssaôs Art in the Park, and we are working on plans for other 

ministry efforts. 

We have filled our Road Chaplain position with the appointment of Pastor 

Fred Lab of Lake Odessa.  Fred is pastor of the Ionia County Church of 

Christ and is now a ñpatchedò member along with his wife Mariah.  Other 

recent members now wearing the RRMM colors are Rod Raterink of 

Portland, Nathan and Shannon Hull of Ionia, and Matt and Regan Aldrich 

of Grand Ledge. 

We covet your 

prayers that God 

will continue to 

bless our ministry 

efforts and that the 

Mid-Michigan 

Chapter will have a 

positive impact for 

His Kingdom. 

Dave Schipper 

President 

Diana and Harley appeared on  Mac 

Mediaõs Lakeshore Living program in 

April to promote the Ministry  
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The Mid -Michigan Chapter was 

established in 2006 and currently has 

11 òpatchedó members who allow God 

to work through the ministry to have a 

positive impact for His Kingdom.  
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Redemption Riders arrive for 

the Blessing of the Bikes 


