FOR WHOM THE SON SEFTFREE, IS FREE INDEEDi. JOHN 8:36

~WPTION 3
2N ////ff,.

June-July 2007

Volume 7, Issue 39

RIDING FREE

A publication of Redemption Riders Motorcycle Ministry

Inside this issue: THE OPEN ROAD

Open Road S
Ah yes, othe open road. o6 Mosp = d tim
From the Founder lives when it seems that if only we could get to it. The road
that takes you away from the stress that has built up inside
God is Like... your head from a week on the job or not being able to make
- some of the bills. Or all that other senseless garbage that
Bike Law 101 accumul ates. We |l ong for the he o
Chapter Corner has to offer at those times § to
around again to some semblance of sanity in our lives.
Trips and Travels For me Othe open roado¢ | hat
me with the wonder of God and a chance to explore, as well
Calendar of Events as meet new people. Riding into a small town somewhere
out there in no mands | and ah ense
me, simply because | | eft all my troubles behind
your hard drive and starting out with a clean, fresh install.
National Board of Godds word is full of oopen roadso6 to be tra
Directors slightly different way than firing up your scooter. Traveling these roads require you to open
) the Bible in the comfort of your favorite chair and read.
1 Harley DeVlieger I ride because to me itds I|Iife changing. Wel
President that Jesus traveled. |l ve heard and read the sta
1 Kevin Endline been a _bi ker_. I think itds because Jesu_s did tra
many people with many different needs. He also went from town to town as | do on my bike.
Vice President He experienced numerous adventures during His travels.
1 John Oppenhuizen The Gospels in the Bible are a road map of sorts, if you view them with an eye for
spiritual adventure. I realize that Jesus didnot
Treasurer adventure. | know after a long ride | can be kind of stiff and sore, so when | think of Jesus, out
9 Deb Riemersma there on o0the open roaddé wal king, mile after mi.l
Secretary comparison.
I must admit that although my |l ove for o0the
I Tom Kraker Spirit to reach others for Christ, | still derive a certain amount of selfish, personal satisfaction
Spiritual Leader from riding. However Jesfutsd meach ntimeg Ilwast sa md ufl
of salvation. It was nothing for Him to walk 20 miles to the next town and then once there, to
spend time ministering to the people He met. He
Contact Information: During some of my journeys | 6ve seen some aw
and things that baffled my mind. On a trip through the Adirondack Mountains, which were
www.redemptionriders.org t he first mountains |186dve had the pleasure to see

mountain in a steel cage type elevator. Now keep in mind | have a slight fear of tight places.
info@redemptionriders.org There were only 3 people in it, myself, my riding buddy, and the operator. This old thing
shook, squeaked, and rattled. There was water running down the rock that the shaft was
carved into and it was around 500 feet to the top. | asked myself, what am | doing in this
thing Ai | could be trapped in here for life if it gets stuck or something. But the trip up was
worth it once we reached the top. | could see for hundreds of miles in all directions. It was
like a different world up there with a small plane flying at the same level as my line of sight. |
felt my eyes begin to water up from seeing what God had done in forming this mountain. It
was awesome.

Continued on page 3
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The Foun

d Hell o fellow riders. Itds my pleasur
er chapters, each with their own board overseeing them, as well as the
=S~ National Board to oversee the entire ministry. | say National Board because
“% we are in the progress of starting a new chapter in the state of Washington.
~ This will be the Vancouver Chapter. Paul Bergamo, one of the founding
* members of this ministry is living there and has contacted me about
starting a chapter. Paul was instrumental in laying the foundation of the
Redemption Riders and is responsible for designing our colors. This is an
exciting time for the ministry and | ask each of you to lift the ministry up in
prayer as we go through this period of growth.

| am also pleased to announce the following members as who have
/}\ epped up to |l ead the West Michigan c¢h;
‘gl Bartels-President, John Captain -Vice -President, Sam Mireles -Chaplain,

B | and Lin Hardenburgh -Treasurer. We are still seeking a secretary to make

' that board complete. | ask for your prayers as well for the new leadership

over the West Michigan chapter.

. Our Mid Michigan chapter is doing great with Dave Schipper
leading it as president. They have 11 patch holders and are under the
covering of Pastor Fred Labds church. TI
out in their area by assisting at different activities such as a Blessing of the
Bikes that happens in the spring, as well as setting up their booth at various events in the lonia area. The NBD
now has the time to help and assist the Mid Michigan chapter as they continue to grow.

The Redemption Riders Motorcycle Ministry continues to
seek God as to where He wants us to be. | ask again for your
prayers for the leadership as whole to be able to hear God clearly
as we serve Him with our bikes to reach out to others. Have a
great riding season and remember to always ride free in Christ.

Pray for the leadership as a whole to be able to
hear God clearly as we serve Him with our bikes

to reach out to others.

Harley James

PRIORITIES (The Holland Sentinelfi Zeeland Area Devotions)
Someti mes you have a really productdiovelday, yome madlel t
has al most every item cr-assednodén! ¥YYoddveéedbkbeenl|l womkidng ha
feels good to get so many things done. Next on the listis... wait, take a break and slow down a bit ...take some time
to sit and catch your breath.
While resting, why not reflect on your spiritual life? Where does God rank on your
' ist? Though our goals for today and each da

standards for our |ives is essential. How do 4{' |
Bible, is a wonderful guide for establishing priorities for living. In 2 Timothy 3:16 -17, it says: : i
0Al |l Scr i p-breathed and s usefal tbr teaching rebuking, correcting and training in

ri ghteousness, so that the man of God may be

Worship God in His house each week, and pray to Him each day concerning His plan
for you. God will help keep your list in order. Trust Him.

Matthew 18:21 -35 Genesis 33:1-17 Exodus 33:1-23 Numbers 14:11 -25 Genesis 45:1 -28
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| only relay this story to you to maybe help parallel how Jesus might God is like...BAYER ASPIRIN
have felt during His journeys down o0t he openHeworksairaglesFr om what |
Bible, Jesus was a man of feelings, compassion, grief and sometimes anger. | bet
as he traveled with His road partners (the Disciples) they enjoyed some real God is like...a FORD
good times, made some awesome memories and forged some deep friendships, He's got a better idea.
just as we do when we are on the road.
I know from what the Bible says, that when Jesus arrived at his God is like... COKE ]
destinations he saw things that also affected Him. For instance the faith the He's the real thing.
centurion had concerning the healing power in Jesus?® Sé)oken wor
13). Jesus also saw things that filled Him with compassion, such as the leper who God is like... HALLMARK CARD ,
sought Him out as he entered yet another town. (Mark 1:40 -42) Jesus touched He cares enough to send His
this man and changed his life forever, making him whole. | love this verse from very best.
Mark1:38 0 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, t ha
t her e Eser sapthabto your riding partner? Jesus was a man who thrived on God is like... TIDE _
doing His Fatherds will from town to town, cHeoHghes@spUtiaes al ong

. . others léave behind.
The more | study the roads that Christ traveled the more | realize that

we as bikers parallel His actions. This é‘oBiBIEké%ENEhRLEé@:?RIdravelin
roadso6 and meeting many new people in the prﬁéhor%assgood 'r(fgg’t8lffeding t o
we are to imitate Christ. Being bikers we are somewhat half way there, but what '

about the other half?

I must ask myself some questions
before answering that one. First, do | imitate
Jesus on my travels? Do | show love to those |
meet? Do | have compassion on those | meet
that are less fortunate than 1? Do | crucify my
cowardly flesh and bravely take the initiative
to pray for a total stranger or even an
acquaintance, who has some particular need?
Wow, this is getting kind of scary here. Would | give, even from my lack, to

God is like...SEARS Smrs

The more | study the roads that He has everything. ’

Christ traveled, the more | realize ©0d is like...ALKA -SELTZER
Try him, you'll like Him
that we, as bikers, parallel His
God is like...SCOTCH TAPE
actions. You can't see him, but you
know He's there.

those who are in need? OK, I think the point has been made. | can say | do some God is like...DELTA

of the things mentioned here, but there is some room for growth within myself. He's ready when you are.
I dm just being honest here and o

hope as you read t hi T ' by.F.PauIBergamo. God is like...ALLSTATE

You're in good hands
with Him.

with yourself also. | think we all have

areas that we can grow in. So when the
weather keeps you from riding, take a

di fferent approach t
Explore the roads that Jesus traveled, how
He did it and why He did it. We all should
take time to study this Biblical road map
and get it imprinted in our minds, once
itds there we need t
Then wedl | be even b
Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ.

) God is like...VO -5 Hair Spray
He holds through all kinds of
weather.

God is like...the U.S. POST OFFICE
heart sNeitherrain, nor snow, nor
] our sleet nor ice will keep Him
from delivering.

Ride Free In Christ... Harley James Godis like...DIAL SOAP

Aren't you
8-22 (© F.P.Bergamo 2002 glad you use
EMERGENCY NUMBERS: YOU'RE QUALIFIED, BUT THE FACIAL him?
Don't ish -
You feel like an outcast i Romans 8:31-39 HAIR MESTTG0 [FYODIWART. TO/WORK e\?enr k))/(())(ljj V(\jl:(sp E——
AND MINISTER HERE, WE MUST KEEP ybody did

You require courage fi Joshua 1 A CLEAN OUTWARD APPEARANCE.

You are losing hope fi Psalm 126
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Steve Magas is an avid motorcycle rider and Ohio trial lawyer who has been protecting the rights of those who
ride for more than 25 years. He writes regular articles on motorcycle safety and legal issues for various
publications. Steve is a motorcycle commuter and tourist who is often found on his 2001 BMW f650gs on his way
to work, to court, or heading to a gig with his classic rock band, Saffire Express, with a trumpet case strapped on
the bike!

STEVE MAGAS
EBEIKIE LAWVVIYIER

BI KE LAW 101: WHAT TO DO AT THE SCENE | F YOUGRE
By Steven M. Magas, Bikelawyer@aol.com _ (513) 484-BIKE (reprinted with permission)

This year, |l 6ve written about goofy court decisions, ¢
motorcycle accident reconstruction. But, what should you do if you are actually involved in a crash? What kinds
of things, which MANY people do, can actually HURT you in any claim arising out of the crash? What should you
do, if possible, before you leave the scene? What should you do SOON after any crash?

Letds start with some assumptions. You adte eryi ddiomg tals
you, they turn left in front of you, they cut you off, they rear -end you, sideswipe you or otherwise negligently
enter your right of way causing a crash. One minute youbd
I n my experience, a riderds first words after a crash
foremost, understand that in ANY crash you are I|likely to
underestimate your injuries and jump up to confront the |

this approach. Understand that you may be hurt, hurt badly in fact. Stay still and do a quick self -assessmentd

can you feel pain? Are you bleeding? Can you feel your extremities & move your fingers/toes & speak? Are you

seeing double? Do you have a headache? You may be dazed, confused, scared. You should remember that

even if you can move your head, you may have suffered a serious neck or back injury. Traumatic brain injuries,

even slight or omilddé ones, can be extremely serious. Yo
EMTO6s are told to NOT remover your helmet until a neck in
The reason? The risk of a making a neck or back injury worse.

So, what should do FIRST AND FOREMOST after you find yourself in a crash? Go back to Kindergarten
and do a o0Stop & Think!d6 Get Your Emotions Under Control
cars zooming by, you should just sit there/lie there and make sure you are SAFE!

Is your cell phone on you? Pullitoutand CALL 911 right away. Get the police to the scene. Get an
ambul ance to the scene. Do NOT I et ANYONE convince you 't

If at all possible, do NOT move your bike until police arrive. An accident scene should be treated as a crime

scene. Objects should be left where they ended up after a crash. Object thrown from the bike may provide clues

to how the crash CShYoprdfommd. andihpnkserve the integrity of t
moved, try to make note of where things were so you can accurately report this later.

If you are able to move around and talk, check on the other individuals involved in the crash. Are they
OoK? Do they need help? Again, make sure the police and
Did the other motorist stay or flee? If the motorist who clobbered you tries to leave the scene, get all
possible information o car year/make/model, license number or any part of it, descriptions of the driver and
passenger s. Leaving the scene of a crash, even a Ominoré
tends to be evidence of liability or, at worst, criminal intent and a total lack of respect for the safety of others!

Get the following information at the scene O WRITE IT DOWN:
IDENTIFY DRIVER/OWNER of VEHICLE & WITNESSES

Driver : Name, address, phone shome / cel | / wor k. Driverds License number.
information.

Owner : Name, address, phone & home/cell/work, if it is different from the driver.
Vehicle : Year, make, model, VIN#, color, registration paperwork

Driverds | nsur an baneof mfu@n poley nunobar & limits. Name of insurance agent i the one
that sells the insurance too, not just the insurance company.

Owner 86s | nsur an c df someohesothen thanithe driver owns the car. This may be in the glove


mailto:Bikelawyer@aol.com

Driverds EMmpnodyeut if the driver was oOoOworkingoé at the ti me
phone of the employer.

Passengers : Name, address & phone numbers of all

Witnesses: Get the Name, address, phone of all withesses. If they do not want to get involved, write down car
make/model & license number as well as a good description.

NOTE THE CONDITIONS

1 Note the time and place of the crash, including the nearest address or intersection [or GPS if you got it!]
1 Note the topography of the roadway, sketch or photograph if it is important.
1 Road conditions & wet, slick, icy, snowy, gravel, condition of pavement
1 Visibility o Sunny, cloudy, fog, snow/sleet -- Remember conditions change quickly o get it written down right
away. Was the sun in the other driveroés face? How hard
solely on a ofactual disputedé between the two drivers ov
1 Note any traffic controls & Lane lines, center lines, stop/yield signs, lights, school zone, warning signs, etc.

1 Prepare a sketch of the location of the crash, the endpoint of the vehicles, gravel, slick spots, etc.

1 Note anything about the other vehicle which may have contributed to the crash as well as crash  -related
damage

PHOTOGRAPHS

1 Photographs are critical to virtually every case. With 5.0 mega pixel cameras available for $100.00 or so, it is
ludicrous for people with a claim for property damage or injuries to NOT have excellent photographs as soon
as possible! You can NOT take too many photos!

I Take scene photos from many angles 6t he r i der 6s perspective, the other guy
signs, lights, etc. Take photos at the same time of day if you are returning to the scene later.

1 Photograph your bike carefully. Again, take a lot of photographs from many angles.

SOME DO NOTS :
Do NOT discuss what happened 6 the facts 8 with anyone before the police arrive.
Do NOT exchange anything other than personal and insurance information with the other motorist.
Do NOT apologize or acknowledge fault in ANY way [unless you were blatantly and completely at fault].
Do NOT argue with anyone about what happened.

DoNOTsay o0l dm OKO6 or waOdmke hate ot ahysstatenseift the ather. motorigt makes relative
fault, apologizing for causing the crash and the like.]

Do NOT sign anything from anyone other than the police officer.
Do NOT talk to ANYONE about your view or recollection of the crash except the police officer d this especially
includes EMT&6s, witnesses, passers by, and the other dri

DoNOTdi scuss your insurance, prior c¢claims, your ongoing wot
divorce, your money problems or the fact that this is the third time some idiot has hit you or any other similar
ohistorical é events with anyone.

I f you have a 0l ookd that screams 0baBONGTsactiniatwaythdt [ and you
corroborates that image d be nice, sweet even, caring and empathic. The perceptions others get of you will
affect what they say and Orememberdé | ater.

Do NOT try to ride home if you are hurt, dazed, confused, or on a bike with cracked parts and bent wheels!

This is the beginning, and most critical part of preparing for a claim. The importance of getting good
information at this canndor beGavkeager ks kskasvety aug elerGi@anes
to reconstructing what happened and who was at fault from a police report.

GOOD LUCK AND GOOD RIDING!
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chapter Corneg,

Rescue Ride for Camp Rock

We were blessed with great weather and 49 bikes that ventured forth to help raise dollars for the homeless kids that attend

the Rescue Missionf6s Camp Rock youth program dur i nghluAne Davel mme r .

Hekman (road captain), all the safety officers, and the many friends and riders that joined in the festivities. The looks on the

kidés faces and the little hands waving ff[lor Uus as we arritved wa

About $3,500 was raised for this event, thanks to the registration fees and
those that raised sponsor dollars from friends,

The little hands waving as  families and co -workers.
THANK YOU AND BE BLESSED]!

we arrived was indeed

precious in His sight.

0Just b eWealitheicdots.eRide the
motorcycle and be visible V\/eoe»(g)eem@ur membeﬁsotomsplay

out |l ookind. Theyol |l come hereds

enough people looking for answers, enough Godly behavior, mtegnty honesty,

people |l ooking for whatds missing in i ves.

€ just be available and God and I|ovebtowa|§dso&||npecop|e_We
né, havins awgleometallio rigdedwith us,
t

he Lord

régéardless of make or model of bike.

OWedre about ri
winnind souls f

fi Excerpted from Bikes, Leather...and Christ
article on www.acuoptimist.com

CHAPTER

Notice: Mid-Michigan West Michigan

New member Chapter Board Chapter Board
handbooks are

l<El\2a[0)0)

) Spiritual Leader Fred Lab Spiritual Leader Sam Mireles
available. Please . . .
President Dave Schipper President Russ Bartels
contact Deb i ) ] ) ) )
. . Vice President  Steve Aldrich Vice President  John Captain
Riemersma if you have
Secretary Deb Aldrich Secretary

not received your
revised copy. Treasurer Elaine Schipper Treasurer Lin Hardenburgh




