
 I hope everyone reading this is living a blessed 

life, and if youõre not just reach out to God and accept 

Christ as your Lord and Savoir. Thatõs one way to start 

living a life full of Godõs blessings and promises. To 

continue receiving those blessings and promises you 

need to learn to be obedient to God through the Bible. 

The Bible is Godõs handbook for living a better life here 

on earth and then when we die, which we all will 

someday, to receive the heavenly rewards spoken about 

in the Bible.  

  I see too many Christians just living a hum -

drum life, not realizing that there is power within them 

being a born -again child of the living God. That power 

comes from the Holy Spirit that Jesus spoke of as the 

disciples were waiting in the upper room. After the Holy 

Spirit fell on each of them, they had the power and from 

what I have read, they did something with it. People where ministered to, healed, set free 

and got born again by the blood of Christ. They were on fire for God through the Holy Spirit.  

 Being a Christian should not be boring, or hum -drum. It should not give you the 

mentality that you need to be poor to be blessed. You should not walk around with a 

defeatist attitude, instead straighten your back up, hold your head high and walk through life 

with a confident smile that you are special. You are one of a kind and God has a plan for your 

life to make you prosper as well as your children. Seek God all day long with your lifeõs 

decisions, and then give into His prompting.  

  As children some of us had fathers we looked up to and felt proud to be his son or 

daughter. Thatõs awesome because it parallels God and us when we become His children. 

Go with it. On the other hand some of us have had rotten fathers who were more of an 

embarrassment for us and caused us to experience a rather bad childhood. This latter 

situation will carry over into your adult life along with the stinking thinking that satan had 

planted into you while living under bad fatherhood.  
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What Do You Hear When You See Our Patch? By Russ Bartels 
When you look at the RRMM patch what do you see and what does it tell you? My 

vest hangs on a door in my home office and I can see it from my chair here in front of the 

computer. It is one of the first things noticed by many of the people who we meet while 

riding, this is evidenced by the comments that we have received. Just the other day we 

stopped for ice cream at the pier in South Haven and a teenager eating a cone at one of the 

tables in the shop said to my wife, òHey I like your patch!ó. Remarks like this make me proud 

to wear our òcolorsó while riding. But thatõs not what I mean, have you really òstudiedó the 

patch and thought about what it represents? I have never met the designer, nor have I 

discussed this with anyone else until now. I would like to make some observations and get 

some feed back from you.  
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 I hope this issue of Riding Free finds you healthy, wealthy and wise. As well as riding your 

bike as much as possible. Itõs September already and where did the summer go? As we experience the 

changes in seasons, the ministry is following suite with many changes as well. The NBD is now a stand 

alone board that is able to oversee the chapters, as well as support them as needed. The NBD has had a 

heavy meeting schedule the past couple of months to iron out a lot of logistic issues. There is still more 

to be done so your prayers are very much appreciated.  

 

 We now have 3 chapters and we are considered a national ministry with the chapter starting in 

Vancouver, Washington. Paul and Sandra Bergamo, along with another couple, have their board 

almost staffed. Paul is the president of that chapter and still needs one more member to make it official. 

Pray for the Vancouver chapter as God brings people their way.  

 

 The Mid State Chapter here in Michigan has recently requested 

10 more patches to fill a possible need of bringing in 10 more members. 

This would almost double the size of their chapter. Dave Schipper is the 

president of the Mid State Redemption Riders and has been doing a great 

job of leading his chapter in outreach events in their area. Pray for this 

chapter to continue following Godõs lead and glorifying Jesus in the 

process.  

 

 The West Michigan chapter welcomed 3 new members last month. 

Russ Bartels is the president of this chapter and has been doing a great job 

since accepting his position as president. Russ has his hands full with a 

chapter of around 75 members, so I have been mentoring him when needed. 

He has a whole new board so your prayers are welcome there as well.  

 

 Well thatõs all I have for now. Oh, by the way, the guy in the picture is 

not me-itõs my dad on his 74th b day wishing he was on the road with us, but is 

unable to because he couldnõt hold the bike up. Maybe a smaller one would 

work for you, dad. Anyways -God bless you and ride free.  
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òThe National Board of Directors in now a 

stand alone board that is able to oversee the 

chapters, as well as support them as needed. 

From The Founder ñHarley James DeVlieger  

Bike Hike OutreachðSept. 9, Nortonville Gospel Chapel 

Redemption Riders òcrashedó in on Nortonville 

Gospel Chapel in Spring Lake September 9. The 

Welcome Bikers sign was out and Pastor Dennis 

Snyder (left) led a motivational sermon entitled, 

òTwo Roads, Two Different Destinationsó based on 

John 12:37-50. Basically thereõs the road to hell 

and the road to Heaven ñpeople need to realize 

their sinful ways, change direction, and choose to 

follow the path of Christ. It is the only road to 

eternal life.  

For the wages of sin is death,  

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.ñRomans 6:23 



responsibility to the rest of you and to 

God to serve as Jesus served. Finally I see 

the black background that is nearly 

covered by the patch; this reminds me of 

the darkness that was in my life before I 

became a Christian and is 

covered by Christõs 

òREDEMPTIONó. 

 

The next time you get a few 

minutes take a close look at the patch on 

 Well hereõs the good news. God our Father in 

heaven is nothing like our earthly fathers, whether they 

were good dads or bad dads. Abba Father loves us 

unconditionally more so than any earthly parent could 

do. Build a real relationship with Papa in Heaven and 

draw your being from His love. You will find yourself 

overcoming in areas of your life that you may have 

struggled with for years.  

 The Bible say in Romans 6:14, òfor sin shall not 

have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but 

under grace.ó Overcoming sin is made possible by God 

never ending grace. Will Gods grace run out? II Cor 9:8, 

òAnd God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 

that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 

abound to every good work:ó According to this verse Iõd 

say no-Godõs grace will not cease for us. We are able to 

claim it, and use it in all areas of our lives. So why do we 

sometime struggle and forge ahead without relying on 

Godõs grace? 

 Maybe because we are human and even though 

we are born again and new creations in Christ, we still 

have to drag our rotten, sinful bodies with us where ever 

we go. The Bible says the outward man perishes, but the 

(Continued from page 1) inner man is renewed daily ñrenewed with Godõs word. I know 

we all struggle with sin, sometimes we overcome and 

sometimes we lose to it. If you find yourself a loser today, blow 

it off, ask God to forgive you and then repent and move 

forward, forgetting the past that so easily besets us. The dumb 

old devil will bring up your past sins over and over, until you 

stand on Godõs word and grace and resist him. Then he tucks 

tail and flees, just as the Bible says he has to.  

 So I say to you, live in the spirit and be a better 

Christian. Walk in victory, walk in Godõs grace and use the 

power of the Holy Spirit to really be bold for Christ. Ask the 

Holy Spirit to come into your heart and then receive Him. You 

may want to do this alone or have some fellow Spirit -filled 

Christians lay hands on you. Either way works. You may begin 

to talk in tongues, which is a sign of the Holy Spirit being 

present in your heart. Donõt be alarmed if this happens because 

it will build your Spirit man tremendously. Donõt buy this last 

line? Read your Bible because it says we are under the new 

covenant and we are to do more than Christ did while He was 

on earth. We canõt do any of that without the power of the Holy 

Spirit. I love you all and hope this message awakens something 

inside your spirit that propels you forward for Christ. May God 

bless you and may you always live free.  

Do You Hear What I See? 

Living in the Spirit 

The first thing that I notice is the bold 

- gold òREDEMPTION RIDERSó and this says it 

all, or does it? Next my eye is drawn to the 

Eagle, the symbol of our magnificent country. 

In the Bible the Eagle symbolizes how God 

lifts up His followers and protects them from 

harm and danger. The wheat reminds me of 

the òBread of Lifeó - Jesus, who said òhe who 

comes to me will never hunger againó. The 

red cross reminds me of the one who died for 

me and then rose again, because of this I 

have been òREDEEMEDó. On the shield are 

the words òJESUS IS LORDó This is the shield 

of faith, the LORD who protects me as I ride 

and live. Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the 

one who said òGo into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creatureó John 

16:15. On closer observation I notice two 

banners that state òMOTORCYCLE 

MINISTRYó, this reminds me that I am part of 

a ministry and not a òMCCó. As such I have a 

(Continued from page 1)  

òThe red cross reminds me of the One 

who died for me and then rose again. 

Because of this I have been 

òREDEEMEDó. 
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