
 The Redemption Rider Motorcycle Ministryõs 

Mission Statement is òTo ride free in Christ and lead 

others into this true freedom.ó  Weõre all about bringing 

the hope and freedom found in Christ Jesus to a world that 

needs so very much to hear Godõs story of salvation. God 

puts us in places and in relationships with those all around 

us who are un-reached and un -churched. It may be your 

neighbor, co -worker, classmate, cousin, or the person 

sitting next to you on the plane.  

 Sharing oneõs beliefs and faith, however, is not an 

easy task. Ask yourself, òDo I actively and consciously 

look for ways in which God gives me the opportunity to 

share my faith with others? ò The fact is, many of us fear 

our own inadequacy or fret that someone with whom we 

want to share the Gospel might ask questions or respond 

to our words in a way that would leave us speechless, or even embarrassed at our 

inability to properly respond.  

 So how do you recognize when opportunities arise or know the right things 

to say when an one clearly stands in front of you? Live life with your eyes wide open 

so you will see the òfields that are ripe for the harvest.ó The fact is, God will present 

us with opportunities to be His witnesses. He will create experiences that intersect 

you with the lives of others who have genuine fears, real worries, and desperate 

needsñall of which could be lessened and satisfied if they could share in the Good 

News of Godõs love in Jesus Christ. On such spirit-given occasions, pray that you 

will find the best way to approach others without fear, in the boldness of the Lord; 

with great sensitivity, humility, and courage.  

(Continued on page 3) 

We are called to be the hand of 
Godñshowing genuine care and 

concern for all people. 
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The Deep Longingñby Sharo n (an  anonymo us  friend) 

 All the morning rush of activities were over and the house was getting quiet again. She 

could not ignore the longing that had been building in her heart. That deep longing that led her 

to curl up in a comfy spot and sit with Him awhile. Her thoughts were jumping-there was so 

much she wanted to share with Him. So much she knew she wanted to discuss with Him. 

 So she grabbed her things and her coffee and settled in to her comfy spot. Looking 

over she saw that He of course was already there- and as always, smiling His welcome. She 

loved the look of love in His eyes-it brought something to her heart that she could never really 

put into words. She began to tell Him about the things she had been thinking about. How in 

reading His word her heart was pondering so many different ideas. And then she began to tell 

Him about her concerns about her family both at home and church. He was quiet as she 

unloaded all that was on her mind. And she noticed His smile while out loud she reminded 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Hello fellow snowbound riders,  

 The snow is out there and itõs cold, deep and definitely not riding 

weather, unless you have studs in your tires and a daring streak to go 

slip sliding down the road, literally.  The winter months give us all time 

to dream of those warm summer days and muggy nights to ride in. 

Eating bugs sounds real good right now as does even riding in a thunder 

storm, minus the lightning though. Iõm thinking some of you are thinking, 

ôHarley is losing it,õ but I know many of you are feeling the same way as 

the cabin fever sets in. I started my bike last weekend 

just to hear it run and it was a sweet sound, yes it was. Deb thought 

I was a little off as I sat on it twisting the throttle while grinning 

away. OK maybe I am losing it a bit but God has given me a sound 

mind and I claim it right now.  

 OK on to more sensible matters. The West Michigan 

Chapter has been growing and at last count they have 56 members 

with Russ Bartels at the helm. Dave Shippersõ Mid-Michigan Chapter has grown this year and now sports 22 

members; they have doubled their membership this past year which is awesome. The Vancouver WA Chapter 

has 4 members with Paul Bergamo leading the pack there in Washington. And last but not least we have Karmen 

Bradon down in Kentucky flying our colors. Karmen is Audrey Fosterõs daughter and Audrey will be moving 

down to Kentucky this spring to be with Karmen so we will have 2 members flying colors there. Sounds like a 

new chapter could happen down south as God brings the right people together there.  

 The NBD is currently going through some changes as we seek out a new treasurer. We have also decided 

to hire a professional to help us with the logistics of our nonprofit status and keeping it secure. The web site will 

be going through some changes this spring to reflect all 3 chapters instead of just the West Michigan Chapter. 

Both chapters here in Michigan have ministry teams in place within their chapters to minister to specific needs of 

not only the chapters themselves, but their surrounding communities as well. God is moving and the NBD is 

trying to keep up. As always, the Redemption Riders strive 

to portray Christ and Godõs Kingdom in a loving manner 

with professionalism. I am proud of each chapter and the 

leaders God has placed within.  

 Well folks thatõs all for now and the next issue of 

Riding Free you read should be done with the sound of 

motorcycles roaring down the road. However, this is 

Michigan so you never know. Until then, God bless you and 

watch your corners.                                                                                   

 

Harley James DeVlieger  

President, National Board of Directors  
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As always, the Redemption Riders strive to 

portray Christ and Godõs Kingdom in a loving 

manner with professionalism.  

 

Not quite proper winter motorcycle storage.   
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If that is the only voice you hear 

during our timeðthen your day will truly be filled with you. 

You are to take ME out into the world. That will only take 

place when you have heard My voice and received My peace. 

Now...you sit and rest, while I share my heart and my desires 

with you". 

 As she sat there --she became aware that time seemed 

to stop. Her muscles began to relax. Her heart beat slowed 

down and she began to breathe in His 

sweet pure spirit. She heard His words. 

They sank deep into her soul. She felt 

satisfied and content. When He stopped 

talking she reached over to take His hand-

laying her cheek on it she breathed in the 

sweetness of Him. And from a filled heart 

she said, "I love you LORD, thank You 

for bringing me back". 

------------------------------ 
 

  I pray that we all take the time to sit and listen after 

we tell Him all we have, for He loves us so. Let Him show 

you, shhhh just listené..                   

God Bless You, Deb DeVlieger  

 It is our duty as practicing Christians to 

find that courage, with Godõs help, to want to reach 

out to those that are lost. Jesus said, òAs the Father 

has sent Me, so I send youó (John 20:21). He calls 

each of us to be involved in sharing the precious, 

life -giving message of the Gospel ñevery grandpa 

and grandma, boy and girl, mom and dad. Jesus 

calls usñyou and meñto be the òsalt of the earthó 

and òthe light of the worldó (Matthew 5:13-14). He 

wants us to flavor our conversations with the Good 

News, bringing the light of Christ into every 

relationship we have.  

 The apostle Paul once encouraged a young 

pastor named Timothy with words that still 

encourage us today: òFor God did not give us a 

spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and 

of self-discipline. So do not be ashamed to testify 

about our Lordõ (2 Timothy 1:7-8a). Share your faith 

(Continued from page 1) with a genuine heart and then leave the rest to the Holy 

Spirit ð that is what we are compelled to do, that is our 

calling, whether on a one -to-one basis or together as a 

ministry.  

 Pray this now, òLord, I pray that you will provide 

godly inspiration and motivation for my life and for the 

lives with whom I may be privileged to share the hope 

that is in meñmy faith in Jesus Christ, Savior of the world 

and Lord of the Universe.ó 

 May God bless you richly in Christ and allow you 

to hear Jesus personally calling you to frequently, 

individually, and intentionally share your faith 

throughout your daily lives as God gives you 

opportunity!  

 

Diana Mavis  

Outreach Team Leader  

 & Event Coordinator  
 

Portions of text excerpted from The Lutheran Witness, January 2008  

The Deep Longing (continued) 

Reaching Out to OthersñDo I Have To? 

herself of the truths He had shared with her in the past. 

Sometimes she asked a question and then answered it herself. 

 After a long while she sat back and took a sip of her 

coffee that was getting cold. She took a deep breath and as she 

began to get up she said, ñThanks so much for meeting with 

me this morning. I enjoyed our time so 

much. But now it is time to get started with 

my day. Love ya". 

 As she turned to go, she felt His 

hand on her arm. Looking over her shoulder 

she saw Him pointing to the chair she had 

just vacated. ñBut God, we have finished 

our time, and you remember how I needed 

to go and do so many things, the things you 

wanted me to do". And yet, still He pointed 

her toward her chair. 

 And so she sat. Just as she was about to begin her 

talking again, He raised a hand of silence. "Now it is time for 

you to listen. Your mind is full of many things. Things that 

are good. Things that are coming from a pure heart. But, these 

must come from a heart that is filled with my peace. That will 

only come when you sit and take time to be still in my 

presence. Our time should not be filled with only your words. 

(Continued from page 1)  

Now it is time for you to listen...sit 

and take time to be still in my 

presence and receive my peace...then 

take Me out into the world. 
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Partnering With God submitted by: Willa Lubbers 

Subject:  Re: Bible Study 

Hi Deb!  

 I just wanted to thank you for this morning.   Thank you for hosting and thank you for leading.   You already 

know, but I thought I would tell you just how awesome God is.   Probably for the last year, maybe longer, every 

time I have come to Bible study the topic has been about something that I have been reading during my quite 

time in the mornings.   Right now I am reading a book called ôListening for Godõ by Marilyn Hontz.  I thought of a 

sentence, this morning, that the author had said but I couldnõt remember it real well.  Iõll share it with you now.  

She said òMy daily prayer needs to be, Lord, how do you want to use me today, and how can I partner with you?  

There is a definite shift as we go from making God our errand boy to becoming his errand person.ó    

 She also told a story that happened to her.   She was working the playground on a bitter, cold day and a 

little girl ran up to her and told her she was cold.   The 8 yr old girlõs spring jacket had a broken zipper and she 

wore tennis shoes on her feet.   Anyway, she told the girl to go up to school and she was going to ask about bor-

rowing a coat for her, because the office had spare coats for such reasons.   She asked the secretary if she thought 

the mom would allow her and her husband to buy the girl a winter jacket.   She received an okay and after talking 

to her husband was going to go out right away and get one.   But as she was leaving, she felt a whispering in her 

heart that she had not prayed about this.   She said she didnõt think she needed to pray about it because she felt 

the Lord would want them to do this, but she listened and knelt down to pray.   She had intended to go to JC Pen-

ney but she felt the Holy Spirit was putting another store on her heart.   It didnõt make sense to her.  The name of 

the store was the Outpost and she thought even though they have great stuff, 

they never have sales and she wouldnõt be able to afford what they had.  But she 

listened and called the store.    

 They said no, they didnõt have any sales going on.  Then she asked if 

they had any coats in the back from last year, they said no.   Finally, after ques-

tioning from the clerk, the author explained that her and her husband wanted to 

buy a coat for a little girl in the local school, that her mom couldnõt afford one.  It 

turns out that every year the police station calls the Outpost with one name of a 

child that needs a coat.   That year they didnõt have a name.  So when the author showed up at the store to pick up 

the coat that the store was donating, in the bag was the coat, snow pants, hat and mittens and the clerk threw a 

pair of heavy socks at the last minute.   All for free.   When the author took the bag to school, they called the girl 

into the office; she was so excited she wanted to put everything on.   When she pulled off her shoes they saw her 

socks had so many holes in them!   (Through all this the author witnessed to the secretary just by watching the 

event, and she recommitted her life to Christ.)   The author then said òMy plan was to go to JC Penney.  Godõs 

plan was the impossible.   He wanted the best for Becca.   He 

knew that if I went to JC Penney I could only afford a jacket, 

and she needed a lot more than that.ó   

  One more quote she had in that particular section 

was a quote from A.W. Tozer.   òGod is looking for people 

through whom He can do the impossible ð what a pity that 

we plan only the things we can do by ourselves.ó 

  Wow.   What a lot to think about.   We do need to lis-

ten and He will instruct.   Thanks again, my dear sister in 

Christ.   Have a blessed Lordõs Day! 

   

Willa Lubbers  

West Mi  Chapter Secretary  

Redemption Riders Motorcycle Ministry  

My daily prayer needs to be, òLord, 

how do you want to use me today, 

and how can I partner with you?ó 



April 27   

Lakeshore Blessing of 

the Bikes* ñOttawa 

Fairgrounds 10 am -2 pm  

 

 May      6  Allendale  

 13 Drenthe  

 18 Baldwin Blessing of  Bikes*  

 20 Holland  

 27 Burnips  

 

  

 June    3 Ravenna 

 10 Allegan  

 17 Grand Haven  

 24 Beaverdam 

 

  

July  1 Dorr  

 8 Borculo  

 15 Jamestown 

 22 Zeeland  

 26 Ride for Runaways*  

 29 Spring Lake  

 

Aug  5 Byron Center  

 12 Fruitport  

 19 Saugatuck 

 26 Allendale  

Sept 2 Beaverdam 

 6 Bikers for Bethany*  

 9 Holland  

 16 Borculo  

 23 Drenthe  

 30 Zeeland  

 

 

 * Benefit Rides or Special Events  

Start times and locations vary. Details on website.  

 

Meet Location for Tuesday Night Rides  

Mobil Gas Stationñ48th Avenue & Port Sheldon in 

Hudsonville.  

Departure at 7 pm sharp  

 

Chapter Meetings ñ1st Mondays  

Chapter meetings are the 1st Monday of each 

month at 6:30 pm. at Jõs Again restaurant in 

Zeeland. Everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

Please visit our website for updates to this 

schedule or additional activities that may be of 

interest.  
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Calendar of EventsñWest MI Chapter 2008 

Disappointments are like road bumps: they slow you down a bit, but you enjoy the smooth road afterwards. 

Donõt stay on the bumps too long. Move on! 

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light  

before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. 

Isaiah 42:16   



The Mid -Michigan Chapter was blessed this past fall with the addition of 7 

new members, bringing us to 22 òpatchedó members.  In September we 

held a òbiker churchó at the Ionia County Church of Christ.  Twenty bikes 

were parked outside with a nice turnout from the West Michigan Chapter.  

Thank you for your support!   In October, we enjoyed our fall family ride to 

the Anderson Orchard north of Stanton with cars transporting the children 

while the adults rode.  Our monthly meetings have included a challenge 

from our Road Chaplain Fred Lab, to step outside our comfort zone and be 

willing to share Christ with those we come in contact with on a daily basis.  

One example Fred provided is he no longer pays for his gas at the pump.  By 

paying inside he can interact with the sales clerk and asks them what he can 

pray for on their behalf.  He gets some real interesting reactions, but mostly 

appreciative responses.  Others in Mid -Michigan RRMM are now challenging 

each other to be bold in a similar manner.  

 

 As our 2007 season has now officially ended, we are busy planning the 2008 

season and our second year as the Mid -Michigan Redemption Riders.  We 

thank the National Board of RRMM and the West Michigan Chapter for their 

prayers, support and encouragement.  We wish you all Happy New Year as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Dave Schipper, President, Mid -Michigan Chapter  

Mid-Michigan Chapter 
Update 

Redemption Rider sponsor a Biker Church day to share our 
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West Michigan ChapterñHoliday Spirit 
As December approached, and the hustle and bustle of the busy season came upon us, the 

West Michigan social team was thinking of what others might need. In their desire to share 

what the Lord has provided, they planned our annual Christmas party to not only convey joy 

and fellowship among our members, but to provide for the needs of local veterans.  

 

They asked for donations ñand they received such things as combs, soap, disposable ra-

zors, shampoo, toothpaste, mouthwash, pencils, crossword puzzle books, white socks, mit-

tens and scarves . All the items were collected for The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. 

This facility is located on 89 acres and is a 750 bed nursing home providing quality care and accommodations for our war 

heroes. The gifts were delivered after the Christmas party and were very much appreciated, as Sarah noted in a reply card, 

òThere are all kinds of thank youõs...but none could mean more than the thank you this brings. Not only for your kindness, 

but for the wonderful way you have of making it seam your pleasure...Thank You!ó  

This year we expect our membership will pass the 

100 member mark! Letõs pray that Christ will 

continue to lead us in positive ways! 

I wish to extend a special thank you for everyoneõs thoughts, 

prayers, cards and donations given in memory of my mother, Bea 

Penegor and in support of me during this past year. You are truly 

my brothers and sisters in Christ!  

 - Diana Mavis 


